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the position of the small landowner, and of the artisan,
is incomparably better than it has been at any
previous time. The population does not emigrate
to avoid the conscription, or because the pressure
of the taxes is intolerable. It shows its sense of
enhanced national burdens, if indeed it shows it at
all, by increasing from decade to decade more slowly.
Perhaps, what really retards the growth of families is
the tacit but universal resolve on no account to
submit to a lower standard of food or clothing, or of
whatever conduces to comfort and self-respect.1 At
any rate, for one reason or the other, either because
the State, or because the family and the individual
make greater claims on economy now than they made
in past times, France is receding, year by year, from
her old high place among populous states. In a
more or less small degree, what is true of France is
true of Continental Europe, taken as a whole, exclusive
of Prussia; and, if we allow for immigrants of the white
population, in America. At the end of a long term
of prosperous years, none of the great nations have
increased in numbers, as negroes and Hindoos have
increased, or, as there is reason to think, Chinamen
would have multiplied under similar circumstances.

England has been a singular instance of an old
country that has increased its numbers at something
like the Oriental rate of progression, while It has
carried on exhausting wars, and sent out millions of
emigrants. It may be contended, therefore, that an
equally wise administration, promoting manufactures
and colonies and adopting free trade, may do for
Europe in general what England has achieved. On

1 Mr. Hamerton mentions thrift and luxury as two causes that retard
the growth of population in France,-^-French and English^ pp. 252, 253